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TOM BATEMAN RESERVE CLUBROOMS 
Statement by Member for Southern River  

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [12.52 pm]:  Last week I attended the official opening of the 
wonderful new clubrooms at Tom Bateman Reserve, to which the state government has committed more than 
$618 000.  These facilities will allow Gaelic football to be based in my electorate, which I welcome.  It will also 
be used by the Canning Vale Junior Football Club and the Gosnells Hawks Baseball Club, whose membership 
numbers some 130 people.   

I acknowledge some of the players from that club, including Jordan Courcha, Nathan Vagg from the under 14s, 
Timothy Leitch from the under 16s and Timothy Milson from the under 18s.  I also acknowledge senior players 
Derek Cowdroy, Daniel Floyd and Tyler Binnington, senior coach Aaron Ottaway and life member and veteran 
player Gary Rayment.  With our assistance, this is the first time that these players have had a home of their own.  
I wish David Leitch, the seniors president, and all the members of the Gosnells Hawks Baseball Club every 
success in the future.  

I also acknowledge the Thornlie Swimming Club, which was founded in 1968.  Tireless work is carried out by 
committee members Jenny Sebbens, Vanessa Sykes, Fiona Kingdon and Cheryl Higgins.  The Thornlie 
Swimming Club has several life members, including three people from the one family.  Congratulations to Peter 
and Kerry Anderson and their daughter Lisa who have been so honoured.  Club captains Matt Esslemont and Kat 
Sebbens provide a terrific contribution to the club.  Thornlie has produced some world-class swimmers, 
including Matthew Glucina and Jennifer Reilly.  At the recent Breakers Pentathlon, seven youngsters excelled, 
most of them by recording personal bests.  Congratulations to Tori, Tim and Kat Sebbens, Tyler Mitchell, Bree 
Higgins and Sarah Schulz.  Sarah managed five personal bests.  Congratulations also to the entire Thornlie 
Swimming Club.   
 


